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‘nalce their way up to Sleaford. With the Authority's approval, in prmciple, to swﬂx

_ mter, amount of weed. This survey has begun and the Committee would hopa ta hava ﬂﬁﬁ
 ciroulated to you in the not too distant future: e

econtact with Martin Chapman regarding the participation of the Society in a

_ the public library. The date for this has mot yet been fixed but if you have any

~ material - docments, photegrapha, etc - which you would be uilling to lend, again

o please contact the Gha.imana It ia to be hoped that such an a&vertisenent wil},
o attraet further members to our Society and to the Iewaa.o also, IRy

: hava 'heen pla.m:ad the first of wh:tch 1 would like to bmng to ?om: attentien m

(i *Cmittee take the ra.ther belated opportunity to wish 3 oii - a very haypy f
~hope that 1978 will be a prosperous one both for yourselves and for tha aima ei‘ the

SOCietyo ,
. As you are probably aware, this year marks the centenary of the ; L
01031118 of the original Navigation and our hopes towards at least partial resteraﬁ,

| ‘were ragsed somewhat at the end of last year, Just before Chriamﬂ yonr Chairmazi

and Treasurer attended a meeting with Mr.David Rolletl, the Divieional Manager of-'"i

 the Anglian VWater Authority, with the intention of Giseuuing the s-bt:it-ade of thé

Authority towards restoration of our waterway. A very encouraging reply was

regeived particularly regerding the res‘boratian of Eyme Lower Lock, the firs% 1aek
up Kyme Eau fras the Witham, for which the Authority has reaponsibility. This lmzk i
would have to e the first to be made operative again if vessels mre ‘ever again t@

a scheme 1t is now the Committee’s intentiom to investigate the fina.ncia.l autla'f
such a project would require, especially the costs of the engineenng worksg If
you have any suggestions, offers of help, know an engineers who would undertake. su&z .
a survey at a small fee, etc, « in fact, anytiing which vou fael could bring ’éhis
stage of restoration to a more speedy comclusion, our Chan.rman, harg uhapman. would.
beonlytooplmodtehaarfream - T m
Another type of survey which is ta}ring rlace is being condu;zed byf‘j =
Cemnittee mher, Byron Collins. It is most essential that before reatoratmn wark 2
i8 begun on the river :.!;self we should have some idea of ¥he state of the Navig&tim
and what actually rewains e.g. surviving structures, state of the locks, dep'!:ha af

The Lincoln branch of the Inalnd Waterways Asaom.atmn has m in

waterways display which they want to bring to Sleaford. pc-obably to be lmteﬁ in.

’Ehrou@out this Centenary Year a nusber of frm&;raising aetiviﬁi




winm pate and conversation are gmra.ntaad for the sum of £1.25 per persm, m bar -

& 17‘313@ 1978, ‘   i_. “and Pat fe
:i‘at The Caaaervativeiﬂall, Narthgate, Sleaferﬁ, beginning'at:8@3ﬂ pﬁaa;gfny

- of the Hall will also be open from 9.30 p.m. Your Committee will be pleaae& to sce Lo
- all who can attend and PLEASE hwing your friends - membership stands at the anman$Aat "
A42, can we make it 5000060800708 7 With your help we can, ' L

- FPor tickets for this function, please complets the tearwcff fnrm :

below and return it, wzth your remittance, (payable to the Society) toinartinAGhapmana
Your tickets will be sent by return.

'ORD NAVIGATION SO I | -

| D _PATE HOUR o L
' 70, Martin Chapman, ‘
2, Ripon Drive,
Sleaford. ; | : |
Please send meooono‘ootiaketa @ £ 025 per persom, »

1 enclo®6coccocccoos
Nﬂﬁ@oaoaoooooooounoooooooooouooocoooooooooooocwoooocooooooooboaocoo
AdAre880900000009800000600000000000000000000000000000000006030000000"

‘20000800000 0000008000000Q000000Q008000QC00000R00000000C0C0B00O000
i

Please make cheques payable to "The Company of Praprietors of the Sleafcr&
Navigation Society". (co, of Props. of the Slea.Nav.Soc., ) |




Oaa af %he Ssei@%y”s aims is to acaamulata and make knowninfermatianqrela”;nw‘4\ ]
‘_,to the. development and hxstory of the canals and nﬁ?isatlans of- Linealnshira; wifhv"ff
particular refarence to the Sleaford kavig 1tiono 3000rding1y§ a series of Shert"7" "
articles is beginning with this newslatter about the people who made the vf e
- Sleaford Navigation Company a reality if the first place and those who oyerated ;,ii »
it during the 19th, centuryo The first in this series is abouts | L

BENJAMIN HANDLEY

To most Sleafordians the name, "Handley" probably sirikes & chord of recegnatiﬁa11: k
“2h8", they say, Fisn®t he ‘the fellow standing on the nonument in Seuthgate?“ or, i
" "Oh, yes3" the traffic hazard near the railvay station.”

In fact, this statue is to Henry dandley, the M.P, for South Lincolnahira in
the late 1830's and early 1840's, whe was Banjamin's som, | o
Benjamin Handley was born in 1755 at Newark, a town in which his fathem ‘Iilliam, o
was to serve three times a mayor. Sometime about 1780 Benjamin moved to Sleafo“d ‘,
and eatablished what was to become a very successful solicitor's fzrme/As hanwoulai»{
have been only about 19 years old at the time of the first proposal to build a : «;/

Navigation along the Slea/Kyme Eau to the Witham had been put forward in 1773,1? “

he played no part in those failed negotiations but, with a revival of interest

in such a scheme in 1781/2,;he appeared 6n-the scene, An initial survey by the

engineer John Varley failed to pass through Parliament (at that time it was

necessary to obtain an Act of Parliament to establish a Yavigation) and Benjamin

is first noted at a meoting held at the George Inn, 3leaford, on Degerber 17th.
| 1782, when John Varley was asked to make a second survey. Benjawrin must have been

quite influential in the town by then as he was elected to the post of. solicltor

and clerk to the group of Nevimation suvporters, which included such locally '

important people as Sir Christopher thichcote of Aswarby, Sir Jenison Wllliam -

Gordon of Haverholme and Sir Joseph Sanks of Qevesby, |

This attempt to obtaln a Navigation failed in 1784, masinly due to opposition
from the landowners on'Holiand Fen and the idea was dropped for a few years,
When the scheme was revived publically in 1791 Benjamin was there, agein

acting as solicitor (this time with Benjarin Cheales) and throughout the |

negotiations, in partzculat with the Witham Drainage and Favigation Commisaloners,“_ff

he was in touch with Sir Joseph Banks with whom he sesms to have built up a close «  ~:

relationship,

‘When success was obtained for a Sleaford Wavigatzon.ﬁct on June 11th, 1792;
Benjamin‘was appointed Treasurer to the new company and, to mark the appreciatian
of the shareholders for the efforis made bw'him over the years to bring the waﬁern
way into being, on the day of the opening %o traffic (May 6th. 1794) he was

 presented with & 8olid silver cup inscribed around the bess, "The Gift of the

,ﬁCamyany of Preprietcrs of the Sleaford Nﬂvigation9 May 6th. 1794." As far asfla

| :if?wknawn; thia eup ia,today held privately xn the Transvaal, Repuhlln of bouth A*rzcaa ;f 1%f




| ‘Benjamin was appointed mreasuzer rathgr thaa uleﬁk, the post uaf"ff? ocoupied
by a solicitor because he was also a bﬁﬁk@ra In.Aprxl, 1792 he had been cowféunder§7f7

9ﬂ7with~%nthany Peacock and Villiam Kirton, of the “Peaceck, Handley and Kirton and ;f}fﬁ

C. Bank" in Northgate, Sleaford (today "Lioyd's Dank"). His share of the initial
capital for this enterprise would have cone from the fortune he had made in his ff5
capacity as a solicitor and landowner. Great support for the newiyufammed Navxgatian
was given by the bank, including allowing overdrafts at 47 below the normal for that 1
yeriod and the partners themsslves msde loans to the cowpmnvo A loan cf.£1,000 made
by Benjamln in 1795 was eventuaslly repaid in three instalments between 1812 and
'1814 and he would seem not to have taken a 5% intereat allowed to him on thls wmounte»
Regarding his solicitor's businees, 1t has besn samd oooby great asszduity and
intelllgence, together with the a&vantages offered by the vast employ for: tha
 profession” (that is, the legal profession) ®during the enclosurs of the fens, _
amassed a great fortune." He was solicitor to, anongst others, the tnclosure Bills  : '
dor Dorrington {1787), Rauceby (1783), Dunston (1793) and 3leaford and Holdingham R
(1794); for the Nocton and Dunston Drainage Bills (1789) and for the Sleaford to -
Tattershall Thorpe Turnpike Bill (1793) | :
He owned land and property in ew Sieaford, Holdingham, Algarkirk, Bill1nghay9
Waddington, Heckington snd Sutterton and his connections with the landowning
society in the Horncastle district were established Ay his marriage to Frances
Ponington of that town. o :
‘He was made Deputy Recorder for Boston im 1817, | o
-Bengamin held the position of Navigation Treasurer for 32 years, tendering his'
resignation at the Appual Genersl Meeting of May, 1824, Having first appeared as an
~active supporter of a Navigation in 15;2. his connection with the uaterway had, T R
therefore, oxtended over 42 years. A
He had only 4 more years to live, dying on April 23rd, 1828 -~ so this year,marks
the 150th. anniversary of his death. He is buried in the chancel of StoDeny‘ s Church -
in Sleaford where his tombstone can be seen ‘today. | -
It is fitting that Benjamin Handley should be the first in this series as the
evidence would poxnt to him as being the principal local businessman to support the;f |
scheme, both in time spent promoting it and in the form of‘financial assistance  ~[“‘,
given, His relationship with Sir Joserh 5anks and the eaééa engineer, Williem Jessop.
were particularly important in the success of the 1792 Sleaford Navigation Bill_f‘yk‘ 
and a consideration of this will form the basis of a future account in this series,
00 0, o0 R

if ybu.have any informatlon about the %leaford 1“za.'vo*:i.ga‘i;it)n’a history, any stcriea
about the river or anything about the canals and navigations of Lincolnshire u-in,;'7l
fact, anythiug‘whidh you think would be of interest to the Proprietora of ﬁhis AR

‘H7 f,’;;Sacisty, plaase contact the Treasurer,’ Bill Huntg 9 Arundel Creaeant. Bestun, _  ;35

| visolaahre,




